I,ANTINGA, 1961; STEPHAN, Ig6I; BOYAZOGI,U, Ig63; DIJKSTRA, 1 9 66), it appeared to be the most prolific and productive of the dairy breeds, despite its difficulty in adapting to high temperature dryland environments in the Mediterranean and para-Mediterranean zone (DI M A KOPOULOS , 19 6 0 ; GooT, I g66; TAN!v et al., I g68; F L AMA N T and RICORDEAU, 1969) .
The development of irrigation and intensive pastures in Sardinia called for a more intensive system of dairy sheep husbandry than had hitherto been practised in these regions (CAS U , I g7I; BATICI,!E, 1974 ). A major problem was to know whether the Sarda ewe could still be used successfully under these improved conditions or whether it would be better to replace her with a more productive kind of animal. A crossbreeding experiment was undertaken on the partly irrigated Bonassai experimental farm of the Istituto Zootecnico e Casea y io per la Sardegna, situated in the Sassari plain (North-west Sardinia).
For purposes of comparison, a small flock of 17 purebred Friesian ewes in lamb was introduced. As in other similar experiments elsewhere in the Mediterranean environment (FI, AM A N T and R I CO RD EAU, Ig6g; FI,AMANT, 1974) , the adaptation of purebred East Friesian animals proved to be exceedingly poor. In this instance, half the ewes died during the first year; the remainder lambed and the mortality of the offspring in their first year was 8 0 p. I oo. It is important to stress that all the available information from the! various Mediterranean experiments indicates that the Friesians initially show inadaptability, due to introductory stress in the new more arid environment. This could be bypassed, in some cases, by the importation of large populations, although it is doubtful whether this is economically valid. In this case, the so-called &dquo; routine or cruising mortality &dquo; would occur. The mortality level is linked to the local climate, poor resistance to diseases (pulmonary, piroplasmosis) and parasites, and nutritional and management stress. In some cases, the Friesian disappears within a generation of its introduction, while in others it adapts better and survives, although still with a relatively high rate of mortality (Z!ERVas et al., 1975 ; FI, AMAN T et al., 1975 (Z ERVAS et al., 1975 ) (F ER xExo, i9!2) . It thus appears important to have an indication of the effect of crossbreeding on wool quality and type.
The average of the data obtained is presented in figure 5 . It is evident that, despite the higher average quantity of shorn wool (table IS) The East Friesian undoubtedly possesses all the above qualities in its own environment, but experiments as a whole reveal certain qualities specific to the local breeds and which might deteriorate by crossbreeding with the Friesian breed. These qualities essentially concern adaptability in difficult environments, which better husbandry conditions have not or cannot completely correct: resistance to heat due to strong thermic variations (F!,AMarr2 and RiCOxD!nu, i 9 6 9 ), possibility of out-of-season sexual activity whereby the natural growth. of the grass in autumn and spring can be used (GooT, r 9 66; Z!RVns et al., i 975 
